PARTY LIFE;

Youth Arm Of The PPP

Janet Jagan

Thirty-five years ago, in March 1952, at the Second
Congress of the PPP, it was decided to form a youth sec-
tion of the Party. And only 2% years after the formation
of the PPP, on September 6, 1952, this decision was put
into effect and our youth section was formed, named the
Pioneer Youth League. Since that time, it ‘has been in
constant motion, the vibrant, stimulating and vigorous
right arm of the Party.

An important part of the PPP’s_history involves the
,vopth section which was under severe attack from the
British government barely a year after its formation. On
October 9, 1953, the British suspended the Constitution
of Guyana and threw out the legitimately-elected gov-
ernment of the PPP, elected at the most popular poll ever
held in our country, the first elections under universal
adult sufrage. ;

When British warships arrived on October 9, 1953,
and poured out hundreds of marines who proceeded to
put the country under martial law, the Pioneer Youth
League was declared illegal. Forced to go underground, it
made short appearances under different names, each
time having the same fate of being blamed for the reso-
lute resistance of the people under the leadership of the
PPP. It carried the following names — Guyana Youth
Movement; the Guiana Union of Democratic Youth and
the Guiana Union of Patriotic Youth.

The period of illegality continued until 1957, when
the PPP won the general elections in spite of severe mani-
pulations and the false belief of the British that the
rightist Burnhamite split of 1955, had permanently des-
troyed the Party. With open, legal work resuming, the
first Congress was held in 1957 and this Congress adopt-
ed the name Progressive Youth Organisation, which it
retains to-this day, (data from PYO booklet commemo-
rating period 1952-1983).

The Progressive Youth Organisation, from the begin-
ning of its legal activities in 1957 to the present, has been
a major moving force within the Party. It has revitalised
the Party at crucial moments; it has given inspiration and
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da, fjnance, international affairs, sports, culture, student
affairs, young women, pioneers and working youth.

The PPP Constitution has a section dealing with the
PYO, stating that while it is an independent mass organi-
sation of youth, the PYO recognises the leading role of
the Party.

As set out in the PPP Constitution, the PYO’s main
functions are to assist the Party in its work in relation
to Guyanese youth; to organise and educate the youth
in Marxism-Leninism; to organise and involve the youth
in political, social, cultural and sporting activities; to
build the character of youths and ensure their all-round
development to lead responsible lives and to struggle for a
socialist Guyana and further, to organise and involve
children in the spirit of patriotism and dedication to the
interests of all working people and for the development
of their personalities.

As regards work among children, greater emphasis
has been placed on this during the past ten years. There
is still much to be done, but a good: start has been made
and continues since the formation of the Pioneer Section
cn June 1, 1979.

PYO representatives sit on a number of Party com-
mittees like the Organisation Committee, the Education
Committee, the Cadre Development Commission and, the
Propaganda Committee to name a few. The integration
of the PYO into the Party exists also at group level, where
in some instances there are joint meetings of PPP and
PYO and sometimes WPO _groups.

The Party Constitution provides in its Articles on
Regional and District Organisations for observers from
the youth and women sections to attend both Regional
and District Conferences. The youth section is always re-
presented at Party. Congresses.

Thus there is.excellent coordination and co-opera-
tion between the youth section and the Party, while the
youths, at the (same time, maintain their independence
and take initiatives on their own.
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